
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
In a couple of week’s you may notice a change in the way your SPIRIT 

is mailed to you… 
Since it’s inception year’s ago, the weekly SPIRIT newsletter has been mailed to St. Mark’s members in 
the following ways:  if you live in St. Charles zip codes 60174 & 60175 you receive your SPIRIT taped 
closed and mailed via the bulk periodicals rate (no .41 cent stamp).  If you live in the surrounding towns 
and out of the area you receive your SPIRIT stapled closed with a regular .41 cent stamp.  We also have 
to go to two different post offices so members receive their SPIRIT in a timely manner.  A lot has 
changed since the SPIRIT began year’s ago…the postage rate keeps escalating (including another postage 
rate increase in May 2008) and the requirements for bulk periodicals has changed also.  We are going to 
see if we can take advantage of those changes and save a little money in the process.  Beginning in a 
couple of week’s we are going to see if we can mail everyone’s SPIRIT via the bulk periodicals rate.  This 
would save the church quite a lot in postage right away.  Please call the church office if you do not receive 
your SPIRIT in a timely manner.              

 
 
 

MARCH 2008 YEAR-TO-DATE FINANCIAL PICTURE � 
 Actual Budgeted Ahead (Behind) 
Total General Offerings – March  $  61,601  $  47,542 $ 14,059 
Total Year-to-Date(YTD)Offerings –General  $137,591  $142,625           ($  5,034) 
Total Debt Retirement Offerings – March    $  5,906  $    7,500            ($ 1,594) 
Total YTD Offerings – Debt Retirement    $21,305  $  22,500            ( $1,195) 
Total YTD Loose Plate    $  8,115  $    7,500 $  615 
Total Offerings Year-to-Date  $167,011  $172,625            ($ 5,614) 

 
Cash in the bank - $21,792. 

 
 

Staff office hours week of 4/7/08 – 4/11/08              
Name Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Pastor Silber 8:30am-10:30am Pastor by appointment 630-670-8638 
Adriane Nemeth 8:00am-4:30pm 8:00am-4:30pm 8:00am-4:30pm 8:00am-4:30pm 8:00am-4:30pm 

Sean McAdams   9:00am-5:45pm 8:00am-3:00pm  

Dick Sonntag 8:30am-12:00pm   10:00am-12:00pm  
Bob & Beckie 

Untiedt 8:45am-11:00am     

Marilyn Cummins   10:00am-12:00pm 10:00am-12:00pm   

Lorilyn Thomas  9:00am-4:30pm   9:00am-3:30pm  9:00am-4:30pm    

Preschool 8:00am-3:00pm 8:00am-3:00pm 8:00am-3:00pm 8:00am-3:00pm 8:00am-3:00pm 
 

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP meets Monday April 7 at 7pm  
The book: FORGIVENESS by John Ruth.  This thoughtful and sensitive look on the horrific events of October 2, 
2006 reflects on the response of the Amish Community of Nickel Mines, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, where 
a gunman killed himself, five school children, and wounded five others.   



 
The tragic crime evoked expressions of shock and sympathy worldwide.  But even many Christians were stunned 
when the Amish community, in the midst of its grieving, offered words of forgiveness toward the dead killer and 
his family.  One reporter said: "We have seldom seen this [forgiveness] in action.  So many tribes and sects are in 
the froth of revenge, from Darfur to Baghdad. And, here in this country, so many victims and victims' families are 
crying out in our courthouses for revenge." 
  
Why was forgiveness the natural response for the Amish community?  Why does anger seek revenge? Why is 
forgiveness such a radical solution? 
  
Join the discussion - even if you haven't been able to read the book.  Discussion leader is Pastor Baerwald. 

 
 
 

*** Women’s Retreat Reminder ***                               
There are still some women who have not paid for the retreat…please remember to do so asap.  The retreat is coming up just 
around the corner, April 11-13.  Directions will be available in the church office this week and also on the Welcome Center 

in the Narthex.  If you have any questions, please call Linda Cox 630-584-4058 or Liz Davison 630-377-0881 
 
 
 

OWLS MAY PROGRAM  
Join us on Wednesday , May 14th and enjoy the OPERA IN FOCUS puppet production 
including a mixture of popular pops and operatic selections. 
We will meet at 11:30 a.m. for lunch at Ritzy's Cafe, Rolling Meadows, Il. prior to the 
production. Cost of lunch will be on your own. 
Tickets for OPERA IN FOCUS are $11.00 per person.  
Sign up on the narthex bulletin board. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR AND SAVE THE DATE!!! 

Although there is still some snow on the ground, it is time to think summer!  Please mark your calendar 
for Sunday August 24, 2008 for St. Mark’s Annual Church Picnic. More details and a sign up sheet will 
be provided at a later date. We hope you plan to be there. 
 
 
The Zone 10 Spring Rally will be held on Saturday, April 12, 2008 at St. John, 
125 E. Seminary, Wheaton. The Rally will be from 9- 12, with registration 
beginning at 8:30a.m. Breakfast will be served.  Th e theme of the Rally is A 
Living Hope. The Bible passage is I Peter 1:3-4. Th e featured speaker is Rev. 
Stephane Kalonji of Zion, Chicago who will share hi s French speaking ministry. 
All women of the District are invited and encourage d to attend. For further 
information, contact Karen Lyons at 630-858-6451. 
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Happy New Year! (In March?) 
by Gene Hemmann  630-584-3359  

 
Thirteen from St. Mark’s joined with Missionary Hicham Chehab and the people of Salam Church , our new 
NID-LCMS Arabic Congregation at Peace Lutheran in Lombard, Monday evening March 24, to celebrate 
Iranian New Year, “Narooz.”  Our group agreed that the ethnic food, fellowship, Arabic, Farsi and English 
songs and special entertainment by Rennie Kaufmann made it a memorable and very enjoyable experience.  
Our St. Mark’s people included Pastor Rueben & Martha Baerwald, Heather Davison, Gene & Sylvia 
Hemmann, Marge Milton, Kathy Olesuk, Rich & Gerri Schlachta, and son Erich & his wife Marcie and children.   
 
“Norooz,” a major festival of rebirth and renewal in the Middle East, has been celebrated since ancient Persia.  
It corresponds with the first day of spring.  Salam Church’s celebration centered on the new life found only in 
Jesus Christ.  At one point the audience of more than 100 was singing, clapping their hands, crying and 
laughing with Rennie.  A very special moment came when everyone sang together the praise song Rennie had 
just taught us, “How Great is Our God.”  
 
What a great way to be reminded that only in Christ can new life be found and that Jesus meets people just 
where they are, even at an Iranian New Year Celebration. 
 
Would you like to receive Missionary Hicham Chehab’s email Mission Reports  and also invitations for events 
such at this?  Just forward your name and email address to me, Gene Hemmann at:  eehemmann@aol.com    
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“Here I Am, Lord, Send Me” to LIBERIA 
 



This fall Missionary Joe Boway  will lead a team from St. Mark’s on a short-term mission trip to Liberia.  Is God 
calling you to join Him in His work? – to build str onger relationships with the children that we have 
been praying for and sending to school?  Missionary Boway will let us know what projects are most needed 
when he returns from Liberia and is with us at St. Mark’s – April 26 & 27 th.  Here is Joe’s information: 
 

Possible Target Dates for Trip:  November 8th – 20th   or   November 30th – December 11th  
Visa and Passport are needed. (To avoid disappointments, start the process as soon as possible.) 
Shots required?  (See your family doctor.) 
Cost for travel, food & lodging:  Between $2,200 and $2,500. 
Trip Deposit needs to be in by mid-July  (The sooner the better for the best plane tickets.) 
Team size? Ideally between three and seven persons. 
Temperature will be about upper 70’s to mid-80’s. 
Accommodations: In Monrovia we will stay at a guest house with window air-conditioning and indoor 
plumbing.  In the village  we will stay at the pastor’s home, which is also the church guest house (indoor bath & 
toilet).  New mattresses provided; bring your own sheets.  We will buy water.  Our host will provide meals. 
 
             SAMPLE ITINERARY:  

Nov. 8-9 – Fly from Chicago to Monrovia. 
10 – Rest and visit with Lutheran Church leaders in Monrovia. 
11 – Travel to village. 
12 – Rest & visit school campus at 5 pm and visit with teachers and pastors. 
13-15 – Visit school and work on projects – special hands-on projects. 
18 -  Rest & tour Monrovia, shop, etc. 
19 - Fly back to the U.S. 
20 – Arrive in Chicago at 1:30 pm. 

 
Pray and seek the Lord about going to Liberia.  Questions?  Please contact Kathy Silber 630-443-4680 or 
Sylvia Hemmann 630-584-3359. 
  
 

ST. MARK’S PRESCHOOL PRESENTS 
WEEK OF THE YOUNG CHILD  

APRIL 14 – 18, 2008 
A PARENT COFFEE AND WORKSHOP  Thursday, April 17 

 
     Please join us for coffee and light refreshments on Thursday, April 17 from 8:45 – 9:30 am in the 
fellowship hall (gym).  Take some time to relax and visit with the other parents.  Following this, we invite 
you to join us in the sanctuary for a free parent workshop on early learning, literacy and the importance 
of reading to your preschooler.  
  St. Mark’s own Judy Bugh will give a talk on the importance and benefits of reading to your child.  In order 
to get an idea of how many will be attending, please sign up in the preschool office.  You may also call (584-
4850) or e mail us at (nurturingcenter@stmarksstc.org) with your response.  The nursery will be staffed by our 
preschool committee during both the coffee and the workshop so you may have the opportunity to take some 
time for yourself!   
 
FROM THE DESK OF THE PARISH NURSE 
           CARE FOR THE HOMELESS       
What do you do when you see someone holding up a sign “Will Work for Food “?  Do you roll down 
your window and give them money?  Do you pretend you don’t see them?  Nobody likes to be 
confronted by the homeless.  Their needs often seem too overwhelming, but we all want to treat them 
fairly and justly. 
Here are some simple guidelines to equip you to help the homeless people you meet. 
1.  Never give cash to a homeless person:  Too often, well intended gifts are converted to drugs or alcohol.  If 
the person is hungry, buy them a sandwich or beverage.  



2.  Talk to the person with respect.  Taking the time to talk to a homeless person in a friendly, respectful manner 
can give them a wonderful sense of civility and dignity.   
3.  Recognize that homeless people (and their problems) are not all the same. The person you meet may be a 
battered woman, an addicted veteran, someone who is lacking  job skills … the list goes on.  
4.  Share God’s love whenever you can.  If Jesus were walking the earth today, He would certainly spend time 
with the homeless.  He would speak with them, heal them and help them.  Today, Jesus chooses to work 
through those who believe and follow him. 
5.  Pray for the homeless.  Exposure to the elements, dirt, occasional violence and lack of purpose, all drain 
years from a person’s life.  God can use your prayers and the brutality and futility of life of the street to bring 
many of the broken to himself. 
6.  Take precautions for your own safety.  Some persons living on the streets are criminals and fugitives running 
from the law.  Always be prudent while talking with street people.  Stay in areas where other people can see 
you.  Don’t take unnecessary chances.   
7.  Encourage the homeless to get help through the local Mission, where they are offered immediate food and 
shelter.  Many offer long-term rehabilitation programs, dealing with the root causes of homelessness.  Locally, 
the homeless can be referred to “Lazarus House” in St. Charles and “Pads” in Elgin.  
8.  Support your local Mission and Shelters 
He who shows kindness to a poor man gives to the Lord and He will pay him in return for his good act.  
Proverbs 19:17 
Blessings, 
Marilyn Cummins, Parish Nurse 
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Jr. High and Senior High  
 

Confirmation Retreat Information  
Attention all Confirmation Students! The 2008 Confirmation retreat is just around the corner. April 11-13 we 
will be heading out to Riverwoods Christian Center for a weekend of Bible study, group building, fun, and 

service. 



This is a great weekend and we hope you all can come out. Service hours will be given for the time we spend on 
our service project. The cost is $25.00 per person. If anyone still would like to attend, please let Sean know 

A.S.A.P.�
 

 

Mission: Possible !  
Again this summer, the youth of St. Mark’s will be heading up to Minnesota for our annual mission trip to teach 

the youth of Inger, MN about the love of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. This is a great opportunity for both 

our youth and the youth we serve.  The cost per youth is 250.00.  All 8th graders and High School Students are 

welcome to attend.  6th and 7th grade students will be invited on an individual basis.  Stay on the lookout for more 

details coming soon! 

 

Penny Wars!!!! 
Staring this Sunday, April 6th and lasting until May 4th, the youth group will be sponsoring a penny war for the 

congregation.  This year we will pit the men against the women to see who can collect the most pennies to help 

support the Minnesota mission trip this summer.  So check between the couch cushions, look under that car seat, 

and lets use those pennies to help support the youth at St. Mark’s !  

 

Coming Events 
Sunday  April 6th : Bible Class -9:30- 10:30 am  

Senior High Youth Group- 6:30-8:45 pm 
Wednesday, April 9th : Confirmation Class 4:30pm-5:45pm 

Friday- Sunday, April 11-13th – Confirmation Retreat 
  

 

Sean is in the office Monday – Thursday 8:00 am – 3:00 pm if you have any questions or concerns. 


