March 26, 2008

Loved Ones,
Grace, mercy, and peace to you from Him who is, who was, and who is to come, the riseasue@dhrist.

I’'m still on a high from our celebration of the resurrection. At all the East®ices we heard wonderful music.
Dick Sonntag did a great job coordinating the music and recruiting musicians fordiioried services, and
Susan Brown led us wonderfully on the organ. The music at the praise service Viigdatpaatic, and we
deeply appreciate Beckie and Bob Untiedt doing such a wonderful job at recruitingysmdiaiduals to bless us
to praise the risen Lord. | was moved as well to see the young ladiesNadhajie Burger who beautifully
demonstrated bowing down to the Lord of the cross at the praise service.

It was great to have such a scrumptious Easter breakfast togethere Gwdifor Martha Smith coordinating the
meal and for Sean McAdams coordinating the youth help for the meal. (Did you happersStaa’s new bride
on Easter morning? Congratulations and best wishes, Jenny and Sean!) We deeqbteatl the volunteer
help that we received this year, especially in view of Spring break stastindays prior to our celebration of the
Lord’s resurrection.

We appreciate the many volunteers who serve in less visible ways throughgeat. Thanks to all of you who
bless the mission and ministry of the church without a great deal of fanfare. Goddsasll8t. Mark’s with many
individuals who selflessly serve. May we continue to focus on the Lord of the cross

So many of you have given us warm expressions of love and well-wishes upon teanews of my Dad’s
passing. Kathy and | have been touched by the many cards that have beerrow@tieMark’s folks. Such
expressions of sympathy really help to assuage the loss. Especially dediatepyour prayers. | felt the power
of your prayers during Holy Week. Thank you.

| want to mention that the Elders and members of Council have been algssatg to me especially in allowing
me to see my Dad and Mom throughout the long period of my Dad’s illnesses. I'malgpeateful to Bob

Vaca and Bob Acton for their wonderful support at this time. It is a greatrigesane that they would know that
| am a son as well as a pastor.

| was able to see my Dad five days before the Lord took him. | am deeplybtatef. Bugh for taking on the
preaching for the midweek Lenten services. (Didn’'t Dr. Bugh do a wonderful job? @eeklflers told me that
midweek Lenten services have been extra special this year. | strorggy)abalso appreciate Linda Liberg
taking my confirmation class at the very time that | was seeing my D#defdast time — on earth. Isn’t it
wonderful to believe in the God of the resurrection?

Love,

Pastor Silber

i i Friday, March 21, 7:30 p.m. — 146
Contrlbu“ons & Saturday, March 22, 5:30 p.m. — 69
Attendance March 22 & March 23 Sunday, March 23:

Thursday, March 20, 7:30 p.m. — 133 7:00 — 149 9:00— 280+ 11:00— 208



Weekend total: 709

: Thanks to the Gil Chinel memorial fund for the new
General Fund: $ 20,450.67 hairs in the church lib No bud i
Specials: $ 4,298.46 chairs in the church library. No budget money was
Debt Retirement: $ 967.50 used to replace the old chairs whose arms were
Grand Total: $ 25,716.63 separating and backs were coming loose from the
frames. Next time you are at church stop in and have
a look.

OWLS MAY PROGRAM

Join us on Thursday, May 14th and enjoy the OPERA IN FOCUS puppet production including
a mixture of popular pops and operatic selections.

We will meet at 11:30 a.m. for lunch at Ritzy's Cafe, Rolling Meadows, Il. prior to the
production. Cost of lunch will be on your own.

Tickets for OPERA IN FOCUS are $11.00 per person.

Sign up on the narthex bulletin board.

NORTHERN LWNOIS FOOD BANK
Thank You to Bob and Fraac¥ for volunteering last Tuesday!!!
Next volunteer opportunity is on Saturday May 3rd from 9AM - Noon

MARK YOUR CALENDAR AND SAVE THE DATE!!!
Although there is still some snow on the ground, it is time to think summer! Pheake/our calendar
for Sunday August 24, 2008 for St. Mark’s Annual Church Picnic. More details and a sign upibheet w
be provided at a later date. We hope you plan to be there.
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Sunday, April 13, 2008 at 3:00 p.m. the Elmhurst Choral Union presents “Mass In B Minor” by J.S.
Bach at the Hammerschmidt Memorial Chapel, EImhurst College. Ticket information is available on
the bulletin board in the Narthex or at www.elmhurstchoralunion.org.
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The Zone 10 Spring Rally will be held on Saturday,
125 E. Seminary, Wheaton. The Rally will be from 9-
beginning at 8:30a.m. Breakfast will be served. Th
Living Hope. The Bible passage is | Peter 1:3-4. Th
Stephane Kalonji of Zion, Chicago who will share hi
All women of the District are invited and encourage
information, contact Karen Lyons at 630-858-6451.

April 12, 2008 at St. John,
12, with registration

e theme of the Rally is A

e featured speaker is Rev.
s French speaking ministry.
d to attend. For further
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PARISH NURSE

The week-end of March 2%nd 38, at all services, the ushers will distribute a “Parish Health
Ministry Survey”, in addition to the bulletin. In order that | may bettevesgou as your Parish Nurse,
and to effectively plan the Parish Nurse Program, your assistance islnéedé that you take a few
moments after the service to complete the survey and hand the completedsaruegmber of the
Health and Wellness Committee or an usher. There will also be a designatedheoalcove to the
right of the sanctuary. All personal information is confidential and will onlydsel for program
planning. Your signature is optiona&our input is very important!

Thank you for the many cards that have so generously been placed in the “PaesMMistry
Card Care” box, located in the Fellowship Hall. During the month of February over SOncenel
mailed by the committee members. Thank you for your continued card donations.

The “Barnabas Visitation Ministry” informational meeting washatiended and members are
looking forward to visiting those who are homebound, ill, recently hospitalized vieerea otherwise
in need within our congregation or community.

If you would like to be a part of these important ministries, please sptaie. Additional
volunteers are welcome. Your personal faith will be enriched and you will lg ysiir God given
gifts of care and compassion.

“When you give much fruit, My Father is honored. This shows you are my followeisi. 1.5:8
Blessings,

Marilyn Cummins, Parish Nurse

The Power of Prayer
In February | had my follow up exam and CT. The annual CT was for monitoring a vdiynsduwe
that was discovered in my lower right lung when | was diagnosed with prostags cakebruary
2006. There has been no change in the size of this nodule over the last two years so nd additiona
monitoring will be required. However a new nodule showed up in my upper right lung dusihast
CT which appeared to be a tumor that could be malignant.

A biopsy was scheduled for last Wednesday to determine what this nodule wasedinelrw was
malignant. Doctors perform this type of biopsy using the CT images as a guidetithedeopsy
needle. The first step was a CT scan to use the images to mark where the dolctonsert the
needle. They did the CT scan and the doctor came from the CT control room teeragdishid that
they will not be doing a biopsy. He told me that the tumor shrunk to a smatbspsrnall for a biopsy
and it no longer looks like a tumor. A follow up CT will be done in June.

| want to thank Pastor Silber, the members of the prayer chain and the coongréayadil of your
prayers. | prayed often as the date for the biopsy drew near. During one of mg pragged that |
know that it is too much to ask that this tumor go away buy | prayed that the biopsgiyrewould
go smoothly and that this tumor would not be malignant. Look how God answered the.dragers
tumor is now a small spot. Thank you again for all your prayers.

Yours in Christ,
Allan Malesh



ST. MARK'S PRESCHOOL PRESENTS
WEEK OF THE YOUNG CHILD
APRIL 14 — 18, 2008

Please join us for coffee and light refreshments on Thursday, April 17 fro®45 — 9:30 am in the
fellowship hall (gym). Take some time to relax and visit with the othhgparents. Following this, we invite
you to join us in the sanctuary for a free parent workshop on early learning, liteacy and the importance
of reading to your preschooler.

Judy Bugh,a member of St. Mark’s Church, will give a talk on the importance and benefits of
reading to your child. Judy is a licensed and certified speech-language pativalkbger master’s
degree. She has been in private practice here in St. Charles since 1990 and dealdrerttaghs 2
through high school. Besides her private practice she also has had work experigmEeadiStart,
Easter Seals and was on staff at Northern Illinois University in speeunwoications.

In her presentation Judy will give a backround on reading and just why it is so impohantill S
explain the connection of reading and its effect on your child’s language developmenalsdudifi
address how reading impacts a child’s learning later on. Discussion wil éoclearning issues and
difficulties with the older children. There will be an emphasis on phonicslhasndeas of things you
may do at home with your child. Handouts will be available and of course thebe wienty of time
to answer all your questions.

A lot of good information will be shared and we hope you will join us. In order to get an idea of
how many will be attending, please sign up in the preschool office. You mayadle8d-4850) or e
mail us at (nurturingcenter@stmarksstc.org) with your response. The nuibéey staffed by our
preschool committee during both the coffee and the workshop so you may have the ogortake
some time for yourself! When you RSVP, please indicate if you wiltteading the coffee, workshop
or both. Also let us know if you have a need for childcare, including the number and ages of the
children.

Jr and Sr High News

Thank You!!

A big thank you to all of the youth and adults thalped make this year's Easter breakfast a

huge success! Special thanks go out to MarthahShonitall of her hard work in planning this

event. God has truly blessed the youth group of&tk’s with helpers that follow Christ’s
message of having a servant’s heart. Thank yocagaihn.

Anothe Thanks...



Goes out to Tyler Warden, Sarah Cannon, Heidi Buleemes Acton, Russell Acton and
Danielle Engel for their help with the readings@nod Friday. Your participation helped make
an already very special service even more spekiaép up the great work!

Confirmation Retreat:

Anyone who is participating in the Confirmationrestt and has not yet turned in their forms
needs to do so immediately. The weekend will bma of great fellowship, learning and fun,
S0 make sure you don’t miss out!

Minnesota Trip:

Once again the youth of St. Mark’s will be travglump to Inger Minnesota for their annual
mission trip to teach Vacation Bible School to @jéowe Native American Tribe. "8Graders
have received permission slips, and sel8artd 7' graders will receive their permission slips

soon. Be on the look out for more details.

Upcoming Events:

March 30" Bible Study 9:30am — 10:30 am
Senior High Youth Night 6:30pm-8:30pm
Wednesday April 2'°: Confirmation Classes Resume 4:30pm -5:45pm
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Invite everyone you know

Sunday April 6th at 4 p.m.

There will be a benefit concert on Sunday, April 6 ™ at 4:00 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church, 405 S. Rush
St., Roselle, IL. Office: (630)894-3263 The Spirit of Life Chorus, an ecumenical Christian Chorus known for its
awesome concerts, will be performing. All money donated this day will go towards the building expense of
the school in Gualan, Guatemala; the school that six of our St. Mark’s members helped build while there on a
short-term mission trip last summer.

Missionary Joe Boway Now In Liberia

Joe’s Prayer Letter with prayers for each day he is in Liberia is available for you by the World Mission bulletin
board (please see wks 4 & 5 on the back of this page). Joe writes: Prayer is the most important part of our work in
reaching the children of Liberia with God’s love. Through your prayers and support God is changing lives for
eternity . Thank you for your partnership with this ministry and for your continued prayers for us while | am in
Liberia, as well as for our Liberian brothers and sisters.

THE LIBERIAN CHILDREN'S MINISTRY letter for March is also available. You'll love the photo, as well as
the heart warming story with a heavenly meaning. Help yourself to it and share the story with a friend. Extra
copies are by the Mission bulletin board.

The Boways are coming to St. Mark’s April 26 & 27 ™ weekend. Joe will be sharing during Sunday School
hour, 9:30 — 10:30 a.m., about his recent ministry time in the villages. Plan now to attend. Bring your friends.
Also time will be given to learn how you can join Missionary Boway on

his next ministry mission trip to Liberia in November — December, 2008.






